
 

 

VILLAGE OF BALDWIN 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

February 12, 2014 – 6:00pm 

 

The Village Board of the Village of Baldwin opened their regular board meeting on Wednesday, 

Feb. 12, 2014 at the Baldwin Municipal Center, 400 Cedar Street.  President Zevenbergen called 

the meeting to order at 6:01p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.  
 

Roll call was taken by Clerk Tracy Carlson – Present:  President Willy Zevenbergen, Trustees 

Lisa Knutson, Greg Larson, Doug Newton, Duane Russett, Jennifer Recifo-Smith and Claire 

Stein. 

 

Others present:  Attorney Terry Dunst, Engineer Mike Stoffel, Public Works Director John 

Traxler, Municipal Judge Tamora Hovde, Clerk of Courts Kathy Jo Brihn, Myrna Larson, Robert 

Traynor, Sharon Griffin, Marie Ista, Barry Serier, Vic Harris, J. R. Dachel, Weston Arndt, 

Rosalie Newton, Richard Newton, Nate Lee, Christopher Morse, Jamie Donnerbauer, Jess 

Donnerbauer, Jennifer Krueger, Joe Fisher, Kylie Fisher and Charles Weyer, Jr. 

 

Pres. Zevenbergen called a public hearing to order to hear comments on the special assessments 

being charged for public improvements on Oak St.  Engineer Stoffel updated the board on the 

improvements that were proposed on Oak St. which include sidewalk, driveway and sanitary 

lateral removals and replacement.  The board had approved removing sidewalks on the south 

side of Oak St. and adding sidewalks on the north side of Oak St.  Zevenbergen opened the floor 

to comments from concerned citizens.  Numerous comments were shared in opposition of the 

proposed plan for the sidewalks.  After much discussion and continued comments, Zevenbergen 

moved to omit the approved sidewalk plan for the north side of the street and to work with the 

property owners on the south side of the street to determine what sidewalks should remain or be 

removed, understanding that there will be no sidewalk “islands” on a block.  Seconded by 

Russett.  Motion carried.  Adjustments to the preliminary special assessments will be made and 

residents will be notified of the changes.  Zevenbergen adjourned the public hearing at 7:20pm. 

 

Zevenbergen called for a brief recess at 7:20pm 

Zevenbergen called the meeting back to order at 7:29pm 

 

President Zevenbergen reviewed the consent agenda. Newton moved to approve consent agenda 

items #4-15.  Seconded by Recifo-Smith.  Motion carried.  Items approved by consent agenda:  

 

 Written checks #29366-29492; voided checks #26959, 27184, 27499, 27707; payroll 

vouchers - #V14538-V14647; on-line checks #448-460. 

 Financial reports for January, 2014 including budget comparisons 

 Minutes dated Jan. 8, 2014 Caucus, Jan. 8, 2014 Regular Board Meeting, Jan. 29, 2014 

Special Board Meeting 

 Operator’s licenses Mark Saunders – Liquor Haus, Jacob McDougal – Klinker’s Korner, 

Kendra Riebe – Bob & Steve’s BP, Mark Rose III – Kwik Trip 

 Amended ordinances 29-4 – Schedule of Cash Receipts, 197-11 & 197-12 – Permits for 

private alarm systems and revocation of permit,  55-1 & 55-2 – Emergency Government  

 Amendment to Annexation Ordinance 2013-01 – adding territory (Hardees) to village 

ward 6 

 Municipal court fee schedule and forfeiture schedule 

 Wipfli letter of engagement for 2013 audit 



 

 

 Transfer of funds for reimbursement of County Rd. J sewer line project – ($153,126.75 

from LGIP and $153,126.75 from sewer working cash account) 

 Write off of duplicate personal property tax for Florida’s Natural in the amount of $13.83 

 2014 contract with St. Croix County ADRC for rental of senior center 

 Utility permit requests for BTI 
 

President Zevenbergen called for public comments three times.  No public comments.  

 

JR Dachel reported that there will be a large state men’s fast pitch softball tournament at Mill 

Pond Park on July 25-27, 2014.  He requested that the fees for the park complex be waived and 

that a contribution of $200 be made to pay for the entry fee into the tournament.  Stein moved to 

waive the park rental fees of $450 and contribute $200 for the entry fee.  Seconded by Knutson.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vic Harris requested that the board consider amending the current lease he has with the village 

for the farm land in the industrial park, reducing the price per acre that he is currently paying.  

The current rate is $120/acre.  Harris requested reducing it to $75 acre.  Knutson moved to 

amend the lease for 2014 to $75/acre.  No second.  Motion died.  Stein moved to amend the lease 

for 2014 to $97.50/acre until the lease expires on Nov. 31, 2014.  Seconded by Larson.  Motion 

carried.  Harris agreed to the change.  

 

Joe Fisher, Hogg Pen Bar & Grill, addressed the board re: a building permit fee that was doubled 

by the village’s building inspector as penalty for remodeling/construction work started prior to 

obtaining a proper building permit (per ordinance 235-19).  Fisher requested that the double fee 

be waived.  After much discussion, Russett moved that the request be denied and the doubled fee 

not be waived.  Seconded by Knutson.  Motion carried 4-3.   

 

REPORTS -  
 

Village Engineer – Mike Stoffel 

 

 Stoffel reported that his staff is working on closing out the CDBG grant that was received 

for the Main St. project.  The process is taking longer due to administration changes at the state 

level. 

 

Village Attorney – Terry Dunst – no report 

 

Municipal Judge – Tammi Hovde – report submitted 

 

Dept. Heads –  

 

a). Public Works – Traxler reported that there have been numerous frozen pipes and 

issues due to the very frigid weather conditions this season.  A Water & Sewer 

Committee meeting would be appropriate to discuss a course of action should this 

weather pattern occur again in the future.   

b). Police Dept – not present, no report 

c). EMS – not present, no report 

 

 

 



 

 

Committee Reports –  

 

a. EMS – no report 

b. Parks & Rec – no report 

c. Streets & Building – no report 

d. Public Safety/Personnel – Larson share concerns about parking on Main St. and 

how difficult it can be to get down the street if cars don’t pull all the way to the 

curb.  Public Safety Committee will discuss at a later time.   

e. Water & Sewer – no report 

 

Clerk’s Report – Tracy Carlson - Carlson reported on the following: 

 

a).  Spring Primary Election will be held on Feb. 18, 2014.  

b).  Cleaning services have begun with ServiceMaster. 

 

Knutson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Larson.  Meeting adjourned at 8:42pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________   _____________________________ 

Willard Zevenbergen      Tracy Carlson 

Village President      Village Clerk 


