
 

 

VILLAGE OF BALDWIN 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

January 13, 2016 – 6:00pm 

 

The Village of Baldwin Board of Trustees opened their regular board meeting on Wednesday, 

January 13, 2016 at the Baldwin Municipal Center, 400 Cedar Street.  President Zevenbergen 

called the meeting to order at 6:06p.m, following the village caucus.   
 

All stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll call was taken by Clerk Tracy Carlson – Present:  President Willy Zevenbergen, Trustees 

Lisa Knutson, Doug Newton, Duane Russett, Claire Stein, Aaron Mckeever and Lance Van 

Damme.  

 

Others present:  Attorney Tom Schumacher, Engineer Mike Stoffel, Public Works Director John 

Traxler, Police Chief Darren Krueger, EMS Chief Tom Boyer, Municipal Judge Tammi Hovde, 

Jackie Tyler, Mark Tyler, Sarah Nichols, Rhyan Nichols, Heather Zinda, Bruce Ommen (Ayres 

Associates) and Tom Hawley.   

 

Stein moved to approve consent agenda items.  Seconded by Van Damme.  Motion carried.  

Consent agenda items approved or acknowledged included:  

    

 Checks #31997-32124; payroll vouchers – V17119-V17229; on-line checks for payroll 

taxes, HSA contributions, deferred comp/Roth, PSN and WRS 

 Financial Reports (including budget comparisons) for December, 2015 

 Minutes dated Dec. 9, 2015 

 “Cider Only” Liquor License – Nilssen Foods 

 Operator’s License for Hofmeister, Kayla – Countryside Cooperative; Cooper, Alissa – 

Countryside Cooperative 

 LOSAP contribution of $343.77/participating member 

 Senior Center report of funds from Eleanor Olsen Estate 

 Municipal court report  

 Updated municipal court bond schedule  

 By-laws for United Fire and Rescue 

 

President Zevenbergen called for general public comments.  None were heard. 

 

EMS Chief Tom Boyer presented 6-year old Rhyan Nichols with a Life Safety Award for her 

calm actions while calling 911 for an emergency at home.  She was presented with a plaque and 

received a standing ovation from the audience and Village Board.   

 

No action taken on the annexation petition submitted by Wally Nelson (property at corner of 

Hwy. 63 and 60th Ave).  This was tabled until a later date.   

 

No action taken regarding Resolution 2016-03 – Creation of project plan and territory for TIF 8.  

The development project, including Shopko/Gordy’s, is not moving forward at this time. 

 

Russett moved to approve Resolution 2016-01 – Endorsement of a Safe Routes to School plan.  

Seconded by Van Damme.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor. 



 

 

Newton moved to approve Resolution 2016-02 – Preliminary Resolution to Levy Special 

Assessments for construction project on 11th Ave., between Maple and Main.  Seconded by 

Knutson.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.   

 

Knutson moved to approve a public utility easement on the property owned by Clint Andersen at 

2195 55th Ave.  Seconded by Newton.  Motion carried.  

 

Zevenbergen informed the board the Harvey Heilkema is interested in donating some lots in 

Dutch Heritage Village to the Village for a community garden.  Zevenbergen didn’t have many 

details and suggested that this item be tabled until Heilkema returns to the area in the spring.  No 

action taken.   

 

A timeline for repairing 1150 7th Ave. has been submitted by Dave Lee in response to the notice 

the that house was going through the condemnation process.  Newton moved to approve the 

timeline provided for repairs.  Seconded by Stein.  Motion carried.  Repairs are to be completed 

by Oct. 31, 2016.   

 

Van Damme discussed the continued parking problem on Birch St. by the nursing home.  

Employees continue to park their cars on both sides of the street causing a safety hazard for snow 

plows, buses and other vehicles to pass safely.  After some discussion, Russet moved to send this 

issue to the Streets/Building Committee for the purpose of meeting with Eileen LaFavor (nursing 

home administrator) to further discuss the problem and determine a solution.   Seconded by Van 

Damme. Motion carried.  

 

The board discussed creating an ordinance to regulate the keeping of large storage containers on 

village property.  After some discussion, the board sent this back to Attorney Dunst to make 

minor revisions re: provisions for industrial zoning districts and possible business exemptions.   

 

Knutson moved to approve the purchase of a new police car per Chief Krueger’s request.  

Seconded by Mckeever.  Motion carried.  The new car will replace a 2011 Crown Victoria and is 

a budgeted item. 

 

Russett moved to approve the purchase of seven new Police Department radios for the officers 

which will be in compliance with county and state regulations.  Seconded by Van Damme.  

Motion carried.  This is a budgeted item. 

 

Russet moved to approve the purchase of a new tractor for Public Works Dept.  Seconded by 

Knutson.  Motion carried.  This is a budgeted item. 

 

Van Damme moved to approve the purchase of a new pick-up truck for the sewer department, 

using sewer funds to replace the 2002 pick-up currently being used.  Seconded by Newton.  

Motion carried. 

 

Newton moved to approve the appointment of the Selection/Review Committee as 

recommended by Zevenbergen to review the proposals submitted by law firms for general 

attorney services.  The committee will include Zevenbergen, Russett and Carlson.  Seconded by 

Knutson.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

The Baldwin Industrial Park sign at the corner of Fern Dr. and Hwy. 63 is need of repairs.  The 

board tabled the discussion on fixing the sign until the Baldwin-Woodville Chamber could be 

contacted about sharing the cost of repairs.  Item tabled until February.  No action taken.   

 

REPORTS -  
 

Village Engineer – Mike Stoffel 

Stoffel informed the board that Feb. 9 at 10:00am will be the bid opening for 11th Ave. 

street project and the I94 water main loop project.   

 

Bruce Ommen, Vice President, Ayres Associates spoke to the board and thanked them 

for allowing Stoffel to work with the Village for 16 years.  He expressed that Stoffel has 

thoroughly enjoyed working with the Village and they wish to continue their relationship 

with the Village and staff. 

 

Dept. Heads –  

 

a). Public Works – no report     

b). Police Dept – no report 

c). EMS – Chief Boyer reported that there were 1320 runs in 2015, which is 80 more than 

in 2014.   

 

Clerk’s Report –Clerk, Tracy Carlson 

 

Carlson informed the board that there will be small state-wide primary election held on 

Feb. 16 and that new election equipment will be used. 

 

New chairs for the board room have been ordered.  This was a budgeted item. 

 

The Baldwin-Woodville Chamber Banquet is being held on Jan. 25 at The Phoenix.  

Anyone interested in going, should let her know. 

 

Employee job reviews continue.  Public Works is completed.  EMS and Administrative 

Offices will be done by the end of the month.   

 

Rob Fadoir, EMS Assistant Chief, has submitted a letter of resignation effective Jan. 24, 

2016.  Advertising for the position has begun with a deadline of Feb. 5 for all interested 

applicants.   

 

Russett moved to go into closed session pursuant to 19.85 (1) (e) for the deliberation of or 

negotiation for the investment of public funds, or the conduct of other specific public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  The purpose of closed 

session was to discuss the proposals received for engineering services and to determine if a 

contract will be offered to the firm recommended by the Selection/Review committee.  Seconded 

by Newton.  Motion carried by roll call vote with all in favor.  Closed session convened at 

7:00pm.   

 

Van Damme moved to reconvene to open session.  Seconded by Stein.  Motion carried.  Open 

session reconvened at 7:48pm. 

 



 

 

Russett moved to hire engineering firm SEH (Short, Elliot & Hendrickson) for a two-year period 

or as determined by both parties.  Seconded by Knutson.  Motion carried 4-3 by roll call vote 

with Newton, Stein and Van Damme opposed.  Mike Stoffel, Ayres Associates, will continue to 

work on the I94 Water Main Loop project, the 11th Ave. street construction project and the 

Maple St. project.   

 

As there was no additional business, President Zevenbergen adjourned the meeting at 7:58pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________   _____________________________ 

Willard Zevenbergen      Tracy Carlson 

Village President      Clerk 


